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Background
Washington Liguor Conirol Board has been approached by the wine and agriculture

industry for an interim policy to allow exported Washington wine to be returned to
producing winery.

RCW 66.24.170 is silent on returning exported Washington non- sparkling wine to
producing winery.

Purpose Statement

Two of the Liquor Control Board priorities are to promote public safety and maximize
financial return to the state. Returning wine does not impose a public safety issue.
L.CB has the ability to collect Washington wine liter tax when/if returned wine is sold
in Washington, maximizing revenue back to the state.

The Washington State Liquor Control Board interprets RCW 66.24.170 to permit
shipping Washington non-sparkling wine that has been shipped out of the state to be
returned to Washington State for ultimate sale. This understandmg is defined in
Interpretive Statement Number LCB-INT -01-2009 entitled Clariﬂcatlon of the return
of exported Washington wine for ultimate sale”.
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Policy Statement
The Washington State Liquor Control Board permits Washington Domestic Wineries

to ship Washington non-sparkling wine out of, and return {o Washington State for
ultimate sale under the following conditions:.

Wineries will complete additional reporting to the LCB on form LIQ-021, keep
records pertaining to this report for two years and have records available for

audit.

The winery is restricted to only brmgmg back their own wine and it must be
returned o the winery or a licensed, bonded wine warehouse in Washington

before distributing.

Rev:srons to form LIQH gg(rﬁ*aggbe necasg‘?v a@ additicnal information requirements
are identified. e St ag\\;\,, \

This permission to bring Wine ba"c'k into Washington does not apply to distributors.
: - - ,

Policy Duration

This interim policy #03-2009, willibe effective.upon adoption and stay in effect until
superseded by WAC orre¥tmaca By B0 gl

Policy Implementation

Upon approval and signature of the Board.

Attachments:
Reporting Instructions for Domestic Winery Returning Exported Wine to WA

Form LIQ-021Domestic Winery Report of Product Returned o WA




